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"A paean in praise of curiosity-driven biology. . . . Barlow weaves a rich tapestry
of biological thought as it is, juxtaposing the holistic with the reductionist, the
selfish with the co-operative. . . . Iam about to read it through all over again to re-
savour every word."

P. G. Moore, Journal of Natural History
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"Many of the unmissable modern masters are here: James Lovelock on Gaia, Lynn Margulis and Dorion Sagan on
symbiosis in the cell, Robert Axelrod and William Hamilton on the evolution of cooperation, E. O. Wilson on
sociobiology and Richard Dawkins on selfish genes and memes. Itis a heady mix — one that covers the
spectrum from holism to reductionism, without giving houseroom to any but the best writers."

Stephen Young, New Scientist

"Sheer pleasure reading the persuasive and often elegant words of the very best modern thinkers about the
meaning of life. . . . judiciously edited . . . provides the ideal background to the current debate."

John Gribbin, The Times (London)

"An expert editorial hand condensed, rearranged, and, above all, selected the most salient and evocative passages;
the result is an almost flawless weaving, with one section segueing so neatly into the next that the book reads
effortlessly. . .. From Gaia to Selfish Genes is quite simply a gem."

Peg Padnos, Wilson Library Bulletin

"A marvelous overview of the breathtaking ideas that are sweeping the field of biology. . .. Editor Barlow states
that when she started thinking about this book, 'T had not an inkling that biology could be this big, this open, this
profound.’ Itis. And it's exciting."

Ben Bova, The Hartford Courant

"If we have any chance at all of reversing the decline in the popularity of science amongst the British young and
countering the avaricious dash towards accountancy, it is through capturing their collective imaginations that it will
happen. What better volume, and at a reasonable price, to ignite such a spark as this one."

P. G. Moore, Journal of Natural History

"The US educational system is, I fear, all too successful in putting students off science in exactly the way Barlow
describes, and if her anthology attracts any of them back it will have served a noble purpose.”

Mark Ridley, Nature

"This complex anthology, organized as case studies, is made up of excerpts from previously published papers,
books, newspaper accounts, and magazine articles, along with italicized comments by editor Connie Barlow, who
transmits her own fascination with the various subjects and personalities. It is a book that was created, rather than
written. . . . an ongoing impression of awe and excitement."

Lawrence B. Slobodkin, BioScience
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