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and priestesses, of this new faich and new hope while clearly indicating the ethical
demands on believers. Finally, throughout the text she evinces a kind of evangeli-
cal urgency to instruct the young, to educate the next generation in “joyful, sci-
ence-based cosmologies that nurture green values systems” (p. 240). This book,
then, is a kind of Talmud for a new religion. It provides commentary on the sacred
text, oftering guidance and consolation to those in search of a relevant faich. As
such, the book is both a comtort and a challenge to traditional religion. While it
interprets science in ways affirming the spiritual life, it also proposes a substitute
faith. In fact, an unresolved tension in the book pits an apparent sympathy with
religion against a critique of religions that seem overly committed to the transcen-
dent in theology and overly anthropocentric in ethics.

Who, then, should read this book? In the first place, Green Space, Green Time
has intrinsic value as a popularization of the life sciences. Moreover, it introduces
some of the literature and personalities involved in a developing science-religion
community. In addition, students of religion should find the book an interesting,
frank account of an emerging new religion. Fundamentally, though, the book
seems designed for the college educated who somehow share Barlow’s search for a
spiritual life that is ecologically sensitive, scientifically informed, and religiously
mature, capable of substituting for a traditional faith. I myself am considering
passing the book along to a geologist triend who, in discussing her research in the
Everglades, saw the need for representatives of religion and science to collaborate
in public policy debates. Her own concern to reconcile her limited role as scientist
with a deep commirment to the environment—itself grounded in a long-standing
and now scientifically informed sense of the interconnectedness of all life—finds
rather tull expression in Barlow’s way of science.
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