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Here's an interesting proposal: we can tell a lot about the kinds of
animals that existed thousands of years ago by looking closely at
the kinds of fruit that grow today. A quarter century ago, this idea
was so radical that its originators, ecologist Dan Janzen and
paleontologist Paul Martin, had trouble even getting someone to
publish their paper on the subject. This fascinating book chronicles
the development of Janzen and Martin's theory and extends it by
looking at new discoveries that help the experts learn how the
world's ecosystems have evolved. Everywhere we look, Barlow
says, we can find the ghosts of animals that evolved to eat certain
fruits; the animals died off. but the fruits still grow, the only
remaining part of a once-thriving ecosystem. Like the works of
Stephen Jay Gould and Lewis Thomas, this account isyﬁnminent]y
accessible for lay readers but also contains enough detail to satisfy
those with some knowledge of the subject. David Pitt
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