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"This unique anthology of 39 major selections explores the basic issue and
disparate interpretations of science, philosophy, and theology regarding
evolution. The topics covered include complexity, diversity, contingency, dominant
types, symbiosis, and mass extinctions; evolutionary worldviews ranging from Darwinian
materialism to Teilhardian mysticism are discussed. Special attention is given to a critical
examination of chance and necessity and to the alleged teleology (progress, purpose,
direction, and end-goal) in organic evolution. Of particular significance are excerpts from
Julian Huxley, Jacques Monod, William Provine, and Edward O. Wilson. Entries on the
present Gaia hypothesis and the ongoing controversy between fundamentalist creationists
and scientific evolutionists make this book relevant as well as informative and
provocative. Enriched with poems, illustrations, editorial comments, and copious
references, this is recommended for all academic and public library evolution collections."

—Library Journal

"Barlow's selection is broad-ranging and well-balanced . .. As with all the best
anthologies, if you dip into it you often find something surprising. [The deep division
between science and the rest of our culture] is the rift that Barlow, in this and her anthology
From Gaia to Selfish Genes, is attempting to put bridges over. Good luck to her."

—New Scientist

"a readable, thought-provoking collection of excerpts”
—Booklist

"A variety of meanings can be drawn from the theory of evolution, stretching to pertain to
life on earth and its relationship to the universe, issues of progressive versus historical
evolution concepts, and relationships between evolutionary theory and mankind's
progression. Barlow edits a fine series of surveys which provides historical
and scientific insights on the issues surrounding evolution, blending
essays, poetry, and art in a philosophical/science survey."”

—Midwest Book Review

"I am convinced that the story of the universe that has come out of three centuries of
modern scientific work will be recognized as a supreme human achievement, the scientific
enterprise’s central gift to humanity, a revelation having a status equal to that of the great
religious revelations of the past."—Brian Swimme, as quoted in Evolution Extended.

—Science | Vignette, book review]
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